
Proposal for Limitations on Frequency of Judging National Championship Field Trials 

History:  

Over the past several years it has become increasingly common for a person judging one National 
Championship Field Trial, either Amateur or Open, to judge the other National Championship Field Trial 
the following year.  

It has also become increasingly common for one person to judge several National Championship Trials, 
either Amateur or Open, over a short period of years.  

This increase in repeated National Championship Trial judging by the same individuals has resulted in a 
very small group of people having an undue influence on the direction of the breed, based on many 
people selecting to breed to the National Championship winners.  

Discussion 

There has been serious dialogue on social media among field trialers regarding this issue. Some of the 
concerns and suggestions have included: 

1. Too many good, qualified, dog people saying no to judging, which makes the list of those 
willing to judge very short.  

2. Qualified people prefer to run their dogs instead of judge. 
3. Professional handlers having client conflicts. 
4. Older judges physically concerned about the demands of judging a national trial. 
5. The small pool of willing judges is creating the problem in and of itself. 
6. New, first time national judges are being selected to judge back-to-back nationals with their 

selection to judge a second national being made even before the individual person has 
judged their first national trial. 

7. This year the English Cocker Spaniel Club changed their criteria for judging a National Cocker 
Championship (NCC) Field Trial, added with AKC approval on 1/09/2021, to specify “Not 
have Judged an NCC Trial in the past 3 years.”  

 Proposal 

Individuals nominated to judge an AKC English Springer Spaniel National Championship field trial shall 
not have judged any English Springer Spaniel National Championship field trial in the past three (3) 
years.  

Actively encourage more qualified individuals to accept a nomination to be a national judge.  


