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 The year in review for 2021-2022 has been a good year.  The  Gun Safety chairs are.  

 George Akkouris for the east coast, Mike Elsasser for the Mideast,  Morgan Haglin for Midwest 

Donny Pyle and Rex Humston for Rocky Mountain    Gary Riddle for the West coast 

I have traveled around to many trials this spring and have observed many people 

shooting the spring trials.  I believe that there are a lot of good things happening out there in 

the shooting world for the trial game.   If you put the right gun captains in the field that pick the 

right guns the issues go away.     

I was involved in many trials where there were new guns being taught this spring, with 

the correct teachers these guns learned and preformed well at the trials.  These new gunners 

were willing to listen and have put effort into learning in the off season also.  They have been 

willing to travel and put time into learning.    

We need to put more effort on keeping the standard high for the gun captains and the 

leadership.    We will continue to keep the level high to become a gun captain.  just because you 

have shot “X” many number of trials does not mean you will become a gun captain.  You will 

need to prove that you can lead a team, make difficult decisions and make adjustments to your 

team.  Make difficult adjustments and corrections, based on the situation, regardless of who 

the person is that made the mistake.   We do not care if the gun captain is the best shot  of the 

team, they just need to know how to manage a team.  They need to know how the gunning 

team works but they do not need to be the best shot out there like everyone thinks.   

Handling the issue that arises in the field.  Talking with a gun, this is something that is 

rarely seen by people in the gallery.  There are some documents that are circulating around 

with how this is handled, but a lot of good gun captains are already doing this.   Having it 

written down is fine.  The good gun captains already know this and do it.  Again back to; putting 

the right gun captains in the field, to put the right guns in the field and all the issues go away.  

What we are doing to help the guns is having continue ed courses.  There are three 

scheduled now.  There in Brainerd.  They are posted on ESSFT.COM   These classes are to get 

people together to train and see many new situations and experiences.  That way we can talk 

about them and explain what to do in each.   At the end of each three-day class there is a fun 

trial where the people will get to do a real-life trial shooting exercise.   The plan is to have more 

of these classes around the country with time and dates to follow.   

We are in the process of going through the gunners list to update it, edit it, condense it.      

Any questions about the gunning please contact me.                                                                 

Morgan Haglin, 218-820-8815, morgan@pineshadows.com            


