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Registery of Merit Structure 
 
Purpose:  The ESSFTA currently offers annual awards for outstanding performers and producers 
in the conformation and field competition venues.  These current awards recognize high level 
achievements over that one year annual period.  However, there is currently no recognition for 
sires or dams contributing through their successive generation ensuring the character of the 
breed.  The Registry of Merit will allow recognition and a tracking mechanism for recording 
Outstanding Sires and Outstanding Dams contributing to the breed in such a manner. 
To recognize the quality contributions of such sires and dams the English Springer Spaniel Field 
Trial Association (ESSFTA) will award the titles of Outstanding Sire (OS) and Outstanding Dam 
(OD) to English Springer Spaniels which produce first generation offspring which earn the 
required titling and/or associated point requirements as outlined in the title requirements.  The 
OS and OD titles are recognitions for those English Springer Spaniels with a record of producing 
accomplished offspring, in all venues of competition available for English Springer Spaniels.   

 
Outstanding Sire and Outstanding Dam Award Overview 

   
Qualifying Titles:  Only AKC titles and ESSFTA titles are considered for eligibility.  Eligible 
titles earned by first generation offspring only. 
 
Award Type:  A certificate as is currently utilized in the annual awards will be presented to those 
confirmed eligible sires and dams. 
 
Application Fee:  $10.00 for each nominated sire or dam.  In the case of a co-owner(s) wishing a 
certificate, a fee of $5.00 will be required for duplicate certificates. 
 
Required Health Clearances:  The nominated sire/dam must have provided with the award 
nomination the following health clearance documentation:  1.  A copy of the Canine Eye 
Registration Foundation (CERF) that was issued during the breeding period for qualifying get*;  
2.  A copy of the certificate for the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals, Inc. (OFA) indicating a 
hip joint conformation of Fair, Good, or Excellent issued prior to the breeding which produced 
the oldest qualifying get*;  3.  Verification of a contribution of a blood sample of the nominated 
sire/dam to the ESSFTA DNA Bank. 
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*If the certificates are not available a screen shot of the OFA website information can serve for 
confirmatory purposes. 
If a specific health clearance test was not available during the life of a nominated dog this should 
be noted within the application information for consideration of a waiver of that specific 
requirement. 
 
 
Specific Sire and Dam Requirements: 
Outstanding Sire Requirements: 
To be awarded an Outstanding Sire designation, a sire must have a minimum of six (6) 
qualifying progeny with the following: 

A. A minimum of six (6) qualifying progeny who have earned at least 60 points 
between them.  

B. At least four (4) of the six (6) qualifying progeny must have a minimum of a 7 
point or higher title.  Additional lower pointed titles can be added to the required 
7 point title for each qualifying progeny. 

C. May count no more than two (2) progeny that have obtained a minimum 
combination of 4, 3, and 2 pointed titles on the same dog.   

D. Points are not cumulative within a category and only the highest achievement 
earned under each category will be recognized. 

E. Points are based upon the titles in the table below. 
 

 Outstanding Dam Requirements: 
To be awarded an Outstanding Dam designation, a dam must have a minimum of four (4) 
qualifying progeny with the following: 

A. A minimum of four (4) qualifying progeny who have earned at least 40 points 
between them. 

B. At least three (3) of the four (4) qualifying progeny must have a minimum of a 7 
point or higher title.  Additional lower pointed titles can be added to the required 
7 point title for each qualifying progeny. 

C. May count no more than one (1) progeny that have obtained a minimum 
combination of 4, 3, and 2 pointed titles on the same dog.   

D. Points are not cumulative within a category and only the highest achievement 
earned under each category will be recognized. 

E. Points are based upon the titles in the table below. 
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Points Bench Obedience Agility Tracking Hunting Field 
10  OTCH/POTCH MACH/PACH CT  FC & 

AFC 
9 GCH UDX/PUDX MX or MXJ VST MHA  
8 CH UD/PUD MXP or MJP  MH FC or 

AFC 
7  GO AX or AXJ TDX   
6  CDX/PCDX AXP or AJP  TDU SHA  
5  GN  OA or OAJ  SH 1st place 

in trial 
4  CD/PCD or 

RM 
OAP or OJP TD JHA  

3 Major 
Pointed 

RAE NAor NAJ  JH  

2  RA or RE NAP or NJP  WDX 2nd or 3rd 
place in 
trial 

1 Minor 
Pointed  

RN or BN   WD 4th place 
in trial 

 


